Explore  Heritage

The eternal

The art of dance has blossomed in Messinia from the depths of antiquity to the present day

BY NATASHA BLATSIOU @ PHOTOS GIANNIS VASTARDIS

/ELENA PARASKEVA, STYLING MARIA TROUMPOUKI

THY NATAYYXAY MITAATZIOY @ POTOIPADIEY. TTANNHY BAXTAPAHE
J/EAENA TIAPAXKEYA, STYLING MAPIA TPOYMIIOYKH

K Dancers Vasia Anagnostopoulou and
1 Alexandra Rogovska at Costa Navarino.

Y Ot XopevTpI£c Bdoia AvayvewatomovAov Kot
Ale€avdpa Poykégoka otnv Costa Navarino.
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Adlass at the Municipal
Dance School of Kalamata.
Madnpa ot Aqpotikij
Zxolij Xopod KaAapdtag.
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, T Municipal Dance
Mural fragments from the Throne Room of Nestor’s Palace quym:a NG Totyoypadiag ard v Aibovaa tov Opdvou ato Inthelobby School Of Kalamata
depict two Mycenaeans offering gifts to the king asa man avdktopo tov Néatopog amelkovi¢ouv §o Muknvaieg mov pépouvy R “;es ot iy . .

. . . , . , , ; , , , | 70 Aépmi Tov Every child in the city has the opportunity to dance
strums a lyre. Ten centuries later, during Ancient Messene’s Scdpa atov Avakta auvodeio Twv fywv TG Apag. Aéka aLwdVeG ap- The WestinResort. thanks to the seeds sown by Victoria Marangopoulou
Golden Age, body movement is imprinted in the Dionysian yotepa, Ty enoyn g dvOnang tng apyaiag Meagnivng, n owpHATL- : 30 years ago, when she founded the Municipal
dancers depicted on a skyphos drinking cup found during K1} Ktvnon maipvel T popdr] XopeLTPLAOV O€ T PATTATELG TOL Alo- : . 4 ; Dance School of Kalamata. The school now has 150
excavations. The ancient ecstatic maenads and sileni have VOOOL ATOTUTIWHEVEG OTO APYALOAOYLKS EVPIHLX EVOG TKUPOL. Ap- \ . = students and two special classes/incubators that are
changed faces from one generation to the next to become xaleg exatatikég pavédes kat aetnvol aAdlovv mpoowmeia Kot : cultivating 20 budding young performers for State
reincarnated today in the dancers of the Kalamata Lyceum YEVLA [LE YEVIA LLETEVOUPKWOVOVTAL GTOVG YOPELTEG TOL AuKeiov EA- Dance School entrance exams. Young graduates
Club of Creek Women, an organization established to preserve Mvidwv Kohapdtag, mov e o pavtilt ato xépt «adpouv» tov Ka- SIS AN R, SO O e

.. . . , , , ) . . Ioanna Paraskevopoulou have already embarked on
Creek traditions and customs. Handkerchief in hand, they Aapatiave, autév tov Stdanpo apadoatakd yopd mov kpd et op- international careers. while nascent talents such as
lead the Kalamatiano, a famous traditional dance ensconcing xaioug Prpatiopovg kat puOpots Kat xeL THUTITEL TO GVOLA TOV : - : Tt Anagnostopoul,ou are taking their first steps in
ancient steps and rhythms that has been identified with pe TV oA g Kohapatag, akopn Kt av Sev yevvijonke e8a. Kat 1 that direction.
Kalamata, even though it was not created in the city. Sev atapatd 6w 1 totopio Tov Yopov atn Meganvia.
Messinia’s association with dance, however, does not end Kopudaia ekdjdwar] Tov eivat to Atebvég PeatiP&A Xopod KaAa-
there.The Kalamata International Dance Festival, theregion’s patag, mov Sivel 86 kal 20 YpSVLX TO £TITL0 KXAOKALPLVE TOL pat-
foremost cultural event, has stood as a major attraction for vtePov pe T maykdopLa eNiT TG adyypovng Snptovpyiag. Al&-
the world’s contemporary dance elite over the past 20 years. anpot KaANTEYVEG TIoL Ypadpouy TNV tatopior Tov yopol arjpepa, 6-
Renowned choreographers, leading ensembles and eminent w6 1) oLdSa Tov Mepg Kavivyyop kot tng Tpioor Mmpdouy péypt
dancers - artists making modern dance history such as Merce Tov Akpap Kav, tov [av @aprp, tov Eivit Adppmt ToepkaouL Kot
Cunningham, Akram Khan, Jan Fabre, Trisha Brown, Sidi ToV Bl Bavtekéipnoug, adrjvouv To aTiypa ToUG aTLG KEVIPLKES

Star students of the Municipal Dance School of Kalamata led by its

director, Katerina Kasioumi, at the Kalamata Dance Megaron.

210 Méyapo Xopot Kalapdtac, pe To puTdplo TV padntpidv

116 AnpoTiktig ExoArjc Xopov KeAapdtag ket ti) Sievdovrpia Katepiva Kaotobpn.

Larbi Cherkaoui and Wim Vandekeybus - have graced the city’s
stages. Alongside the festival’s host of established acts, young
Greek and foreign artists, as well as experimental dance groups
have found a hospitable platform for their craft here.

Victoria Marangopoulou, the festival’s artistic director, has
many wonderful moments and sidebars to remember. Such as
when festival organizers spent a day looking for the priestess
of port-modern dance, Trisha Brown, who was directing, at
the time, Claudio Moteverdi’s opera “L'Orfeo.” She was on an
excursion around the Messinian part of the Mani, looking -
with the help of local guides and the friends accompanying
her, most distinguished Hellenists - for the gate used by
Orpheus to descend into Hades. The gateway to the Underworld
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aKNVEG TG TOANG. Kat ekel, SimAa aToug peydAovg kat Kato§lwpe-
voug, véol 'ENAnveg kat Eévot SnpLiovpyol, cAAG KoL TTELPAPLATLKEG
opadeg, Ppiokouv éva pthdgevo Pripa ékdpaans.

H Bikv MapaykoroUAov, kaAhtexvikr Stevdovpla tov Peatt-
Ba, €xet vo OupnBel moANEG aTLypLéG. 'OTIwG GTAV OL OPYAVRTEG TOU
DeaTiPah avaldnrovoay pic OAGKANPN ILEPX TV LEPELX TOV PLETA-
povtépvou yopol Tpioa Mmipdouv. 'Hraw Ty oyt Tov aknvobe-
T0V0E TNV dmepa Tov KAGovvtio MovteBépvtt «Opdéagy. Amodé-
aloe tote va tafLéé et atn Meaanviakr Mévn kat pe ) BoriBeta
VIOV 08NY@V, aAG Kot Gidwv Tng ov T auvoSevay, YWRIT®OV
EMnviotév wg et to mAeiatov, va avadntijgovy Ty moAn ard 6-
ov 0 Opdéag katéPrre atovAdn. H elgodog atov Kdtw Kbajo
propel vo pnv evromiotnke, aAd n (St éduye kaTayontevpévn

Anuotiki] £xoAij
Xopov Kaapdrag

H téxvi) Tov Xopoo éyel yivel mipoartij ot maudid Thjg

moAr. O1 omépot mov @itepe i) Bikv MapaykomovAov
TpIv amo 30 xpovia, pe Tr) Snjpiovpyia ThG Aqpotixic
ZxoMjg Xopov Kahapdtag, avdigovv. Zijuepa qportody
150 mtS1dk Ket A£ITOVPYoDY 2 QUTAPIA e 20 TAAXVTOVYEG
padijTpieg, mov mpoopitovtar va Swoovy efeTdoelg

otnv Kpartixij ZxoMij Xopod. Neapég andgorrot, 6nwg

11 Ae€dvSpa Poykégoka, 1) Zavia STPIUTIAKOV Kal 1]
Iodvva Iapackevomnovov, kdvovv Siedvij kepiépa,

eve mpdipa Tadévia, 6mwg 1) Bdoix Avayvoatomnovov,
Siaypagovy o mpdta Tovg Brjpata emi oknvrG.
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may have remained elusive, but Brown was enchanted by
Messinia’s natural environment. In fact, she wrote a newsletter
about her adventures when she returned to New York.

“One of the things all of the artists visiting the festival note
is that the castle, where many of the performances are staged,
may lack the technical infrastructure of the metropolitan
theaters they are accustomed to, but it outdoes them in magic.
How can a dance evening accompanied by the song of birds at
dusk, the sound of cicadas and the scent of jasmine compare
to anything else?” notes Marangopoulou. Come festival time,
visitors and locals become a vibrant and integral part of the
provincial city’s pulse - hardly surprising considering the
overall package.

The location is wonderful, lively yet unspoiled by mass
tourism; evenings are spent watching world premieres, and
the next day, at the beach, there is a good chance of running
into one of the leading proponents of the dance avant-garde,
figures one would normally expect to see in major European and
American cities.

Providing a bridge between Messinia’s past and future for
the area’s emerging generation of dancers stands as the next
major challenge for this artistically rich region and efforts so
far appear successful. The stars of the temporary “Legendary
Dances of Messinia” exhibition at the Archaeological Museum
of Kalamata are not just ancient artifacts and mementos
of the festival’s greatest moments, as young students from
the Municipal Dance School of Kalamata also perform at the
exhibition, moving through past and present, weaving their
way, step by step, towards the future.

Evyapiototpe tnv keAMexvikij Sievdvvpia tov Alsﬂvovg <I>£0'rlG:xA Xopou Kedapdrag, Bikv
Mapaykomovov, Tov Arjpo KaAaydtac ko Ty Koww(ps)u] emixeipnon APIE. Eniong, Tig xopevrptqu/\eEavSpu Poykégoka, Iodvva An
oArj Xopov Kahayatac, Katepiva Kaatobyn, Kt OAeg TIG vEAp i

vdvvTpia ThG Afpotikij
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amd tov $uatkd mhovto g Meaonviag. Emlatpédovtag péAiota
ot Néa Yopkr), éyparpe éva newsletter |Le TIG IEPUTETELEG TNG.

«Mta EMLOTLOVAT) TIOL KGVOUV GAoL 0L KAAMTEXVEG TIOV ETILOKE-
ritoval to ®eatiPaA etvan §tt to Kdatpo g KaAapdrag, mov St-
e§dryovtal TOMEG oPAaTATELG, LTOpEl VO LTIOAEITETAL TE TEXVIKO
€§0TALOILO T€ aX£aT |LE T UTIEPAVYXPOVA LITPOTIOALTIKG BéaTpax §-
oV elva guvnBLopévol va Sivouy TapaATTAIELG, LTIEPEXEL OPWG TE
payetor. TIog propel va guykptOet pia yopevtikr Ppadid mov guvo-
Sevetal amo To TpayovSL TV TIOLALOV TIPLY TIETEL T} VOXTX, TOV IjX0
TV TTKLOV KOl T APAILOTH TOV YLIHTEHLWOV; » AéeL 1) Bikv Ma-
paykomovAov. EMiokénteg kat kdrolkol Sev apyovv va yivouv ava-
TOOTIAGTO PLEPOG TOV LGTOV TIOV VPAIVETAL L&V ATL TNV ETIAPYL-
oK) KOPLOTOAT. Kat g Oa propotoe va eivat adAiwg; Bplokeaot
g€ évav Tomo dpopdo, {wvtave Kat ddbapto amd tov palikd Tov-
pLopo, to Bpddu mapakoAovOEe§ jLia TTayKOTLL TIPELLEPA KAL TO €-
TIOHLEVO TIPWLVO TNV Tiapahia PLTTOPEIG VO YVWPITELG TOUG OTLoVTL-
KOTEPOUG EKTIPOTWTIONG TNG TIPWTOTIOPIAG, TTPOTWK TTOL B gLV~
VTOVUEG OTLG UNTPOTIOAELG TNG EVPATING KOl TNG AEPLKT]S.

H emndpevn mpdrAnan eivat i) véa YEVLA YOPEVTOV TIOL Vo SELKVD-
€TAL HETA aTNV TIOAN VO KATAPEPEL VOl TUVOLIATTEL JLE TO TIAPEA-
B6v kat To péMov Tov yopod atn Meagonvia. Kat autd to atoiyn-
pa daivetal va kepdicetal. IpwTaywviaTég atny mepLodikr £kOe-
arn «Mubikol Xopoi tng Meaganviag» Tov Apyatoloytkob Mouvagiov
Kahopdrag Sev eivat pévo apyaior ekOEpLoTa Kol OTLYLLOTUTIN o
6 T0 PeaTiPaA, aANG Kot ot (SLeg oL veapég PabriTpLeg TG Anpoti-
K1} ZX0Arg Xopol KaAapdtag, mov yopevovtag avéjLead Toug yi-
vovtal To {owvTavd vijjLa ov Stamepvd To Yopd amd Ty apyatotn-
Ta €006 TO aTjpLepar Kat guveyiouv, Berovid-Belovid, va «kevtdven
70 péNhov.
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a1 Bdota Avayvwotomnotlov,

ernational Dance Festival

Dancers Vasi
Anagnostopoulou and
Alexandra Rogovska
at €osta'Navrino.

O1 YopevTpI£ Box
Avayvwotomovlov Kat
Alebavdpa Poyképoke
grijv Costa Navarino.
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Rent a Hertz Car, directly from your hotel.

Please disturb your Hertz Hotel desk, and rent a quality Hertz self drive car, as simply as that!
Whatever your needs are, Hertz has the vehicle to meet them-from the most economic small,
to Open Cars, 4x4, Automatics, Minibuses, Executive and Luxury Cars,

In order to make your Hertz rental as seamless as possible, we can offer you:

= Special rates

* Unbeatable Hertz Standards

« Free delivery and collection

= 24 hours emergency breakdown cover
* Directions to your destination in Greece

To reserve your Hertz car rental rate, please contact your Hertz Hotel desk or call:

Costa Navarino: 27230 91150

Aufohellas s.A.

31 vimanict] Sir., 145 &4, Rilisshs tel.: 30 210 62 &4 0O0

(MHT.E) 0206E8 1000553000




