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Ofua:

Subject:
Kalamatas» PDO.

Q¢ Anpapyxoc KAAAMATAL dpépw unodn oag
TO ONUOVIKKG Bféua  Tpootaciog NG
Eupwmnaikng I.E. «EAla KaAapdrag» MOM kat
{nTw TtV dpeon mapEpPaocr) oag.

A. H Ovouaoia NpoéAsvong « KALAMATA».

Aitnua tapéppaong tng ENITPOMHZ ywa tnv npootaocia «Elia Kalamatas» PDO.

Request for an intervention on the part of the COMMISSION for the protection of «Elia

As the Mayor of the City of KALAMATA, | bring
to your attention the serious matter of the
protection of the European G.l. “Elia
Kalamatas” PDO and request your immediate
intervention.

A. The Designation of Origin “Kalamata”.

2tnv Eupwmnaiki Evwon, n ovopooia «EAld
KaAopatag»  omoteAel  MPOOTOTEUOWEVN
ovopaoia TmpogéAeuong (MON) amd TNV
21/6/1996, PDO-GR-0030". Avadépetal oTiC
ertpanélleg eAEG MOKIAlag « KaAapuwv» mou
TOpAyovVTaL OTn Yewypadlkr TEPLOXH TOU
vopoU Meaoonviag HUe mpwtelouoa Thv TOANR
KANAMATA (Kalamata). To mpoiov eival
TAYKOOUIWE yvwoto Kal wg «Kalamata olives»
AMoyw  Ttwv Meoonviwv  Tapaywywvy,
Meoonviwyv TUTIOTIOLNTWV, Meoonviwy
gfaywyewv Kal MeoonVIwv OUOYEVWY TIOU TO
KOTEOTNOOV YVWOTO 0 OAn tnv udnAlo amo
T0 1900.

Avo akopo yewypadlkég evdeifelg eival
KOTOXWPLOUEVEG PE TNV ovopooia Ttng moAng
KANAMATA:

v «Kahapdta» ehatdohado amd moikhia
ehlag «Koroneiki» MOMN (Ap. MNpwrt. PDO-
GR-0037) kail

v «00l0 Kalopdtac» MIE (Ap. Mpwt. PGI-
GR-01840),

Me 1nv ovopacia TOAng KAAAMATA
npoodlopilovtal kot AN Tapadoolakd
nmpoiovta  Onw¢g  «oUka  KaAopdrtogy,
«otadida KaAapdroag», «ToTaTa
Kohapdatagy, «TIOOTEAL KaAapdtagy,
«oUyKAwvo Kohapdtag».

To AeAtio Tumou g E.E. 20/4/2020
«fewypadkég  Evdei€elg T.E. - évag

EVPWTAIKAC BnoaupdC LPoug 75 Sic. Eupw»?,
Kabwg kaL n avakolvwon E42020-0093 tou
USDA® g 4/12/2020 (Supdwvia Eupwmnc-

In the European Union, “EAid KoAapdtoc”
(Elia Kalamatas) is registered as a Protected
Designation of Origin (PDO) since 21/6/1996,
PDO-GR-0030. It
‘Kalamon’ variety table olives, produced in

under refers to the
the geographical area of the Messinia
Prefecture, having KALAMATA as its capital
city. The product is worldwide known as
“Kalamata olives”, due to the Messinian
producers,

Messinian expatriates who have made it

Messinian exporters  and

known all over the world since the 1900s.

Two additional Geographical Indications
incorporating the city name of KALAMATA are

registered:

v/ “Kalamata” olive oil from the “Koroneiki”
variety olive (File No. PDO-GR-0037) and
v" “Ouzo Kalamatas (File No. PGI-GR-01840)

Other traditional products are also identified

by the city name KALAMATA, such as
“Kalamata  figs”, “Kalamata currants”,
“Kalamata potatoes”, “Kalamata pastel”,

“Kalamata synglino”.

The E.C. Press Release dated 20/4/2021

“Geographical indications — a European
treasure worth €75 billion” as well as the
USDA report No. E42020-0093 dated

4/12/2020 (EU-China Agreement), confirms

"https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/food-safety-and-quality/certification/quality-labels/geographical-indications-

register/#

*https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/el/IP 20 683

3https://apps.fas.usda.gov/newgainapi/api/Report/DownloadReportByFileName?fileName=EU-

China%20Agreement%200n%20Geographical%20Indications%20Will%20Enter%20into%20Force%20in%20Early%202021%20 Brussels%

20USEU_European%20Union 12-02-2020
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Kivag) emPeBawwvouv tnv mpootacio Ttwv
Evupwnaikwv T.E., mepllapfavouévou Ttou
«Kalamata olives», maykoopiwg,.

Opwg, ya tnv Swatipnon tng Gripng Kot Ty

npootacia WV KOTOXWPLOUEVWV
Eupwmnaikwyv mapadoclakwy TPolovIwy Kol
TWV Tapaywywv Toug, elvat  uyiotng

onuaociag olol otnv aluciba mopaywync-
€YKpLonG-eA€éyxou, va Tnpouv tnv Eupwmnaikn
vopobBeaia, ixwg e€aipeon.

B. Metatponn tou «Kalamata» o€ Kowo 6po.

AuoTtuxwG, WG ANUAPXOG TNG LOTOPLKNG TTOANG
KAANAMATA eipatl amod€ktng korayyeAiog
oanod tov ¢dopéa TMOU KOTAXWPLOE TO TPOLOV
(Aypotikog JUVETALPLOUOC ‘Evwon
Meoonviag), OUVETOLPLOUOUC, HETATIOLNTEG
Kol e€aywyeic tou EALG Kalapatag NOM ylo
CUOTNUATIKA KOTAOTPOTAYNONn Tou &ikaiou
™¢ Evpwnaikng Evwong oe Bapog tou EAd
KaAopatag MOM, mpoidv yvwoto Kal wg
«Kalamata olives».

Ewdkotepa, n KatayyeAia omokaAUmTeL Ta
KATwOL avnouUXNTIKA oToLyEia:

i. Ytic 6/12/2016, to EAANViKO Ymoupyeio
Aypotikng Avamrtuéng kat  Tpodiupwv
(YNAAT), pe tnv Yroupywkn Anodaon (YA)
3247/137259%, mpdobeoe oto EAANVIKO
Mntpwo UTIKWV TOWKWAWY Tov Opo
«KaAopdta», w¢ €va akouo CGUVWVULO
NG Tok\iag eAtdg «Kalapwv». H Y.A.
QUTH KATECTNOE N VOUIHLWG TNV ovopacia
™G TOANG Kol Koatoxwplopévng T.E.
«KaAopdta», wg Yeviko Tpog Xprnon yla
eTuTpamnélleg  eAég upn NOM  amod
omoudnmote otov  KOOHO KoL va
TpoEp)ovTaL. H evépyela auTr TPpoKAAECE
Taykoopla ouyxuon o Bapog tou «EALd
KaAapatag» MOM.

ii. H YA 3247/137259 kataotpatnysl to
ApBpo 13.2 KAN 1151/12° kat to ApBpo
2.2 KAN. 637/2009° avadopkd pe TNV
npootacio kataywplopévwy I.E..

Kataotpatnyet kat to ApBp. 2.3 tou KAN.
637/2009 epooOV E€ylve evavila OtV
BoUAnon tng opddoag mapaywywv, elkoot
(20) xpovia peETA@ TNV  EUpWTAIKN
Kataywpnon tou «EAld Kohapdatag» MOM.

the protection of the European G.l.s, including
“Kalamata olives”, worldwide.

However, for the preservation of the
reputation and the protection of the
registered European products and their
producers, it is of outmost importance that
everyone in the production-approval-
inspection chain, abides by the relevant
European legislation, without any exemption.

B. Conversion of “Kalamata” into a generic
term.

Unfortunately, as Mayor of the historic city of
KALAMATA, | am the recipient of a
COMPLAINT filed by the organization that
registered the product

Cooperative Messinia Union),

(Agricultural
agricultural
cooperatives in the Messinia perfecture,
processors and exporters of Elia kalamatas
PDO, in regard to a systematic circumvention
of the law of the European Union to the
detriment of Elia Kalamatas PDO, a product

also known as "Kalamata olives".

In particular, the complaint reveals the
following disturbing facts:

i. On 6/12/2016, by virtue of Ministerial
Decision (MD) 3247/137259, the Hellenic
Ministry of Rural Development and Food
(YPAAT), added the term “Kalamata” in the
Hellenic Register of Plant Varieties, as
another synonym for the “Kalamon” olive
variety. This MD illegally turned our city
name and registered G.l. “Kalamata” into a
generic term to be used for non-PDO table
olives, from anywhere in the world these
may originate. This action has caused

worldwide confusion to the detriment of the

“Elia Kalamatas” PDO.

ii. MD 3247/137259 is in direct violation of
article 13.2 of Regulation (EU) No.
1151/2012 and article 2.2 of Regulation (EC)
No. 637/2009 in relation to the protection
of registered G.l.s.

It also violates article 2.3 of Regulation (EC)

4https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-ggrotike—anaptukse/tekhnikoi—kanonismoi/upourgike-apophase-3247—137259—2016.htmI

*https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32012R1151

®https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EL/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A02009R0637-20130828
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Apéowg, o 0pog «KaAapdto» avaptndnke
kat oto Eupwnaikd cvotnuo FRUMATIS .
Aflo Aoyou eival mwg oubepia AAAN
EUPWIOIKA Xwpo EXEL KOTOXWPNOEL OF
€0vIKO katahoyo f; ato FRUMATIS tov 6po
«KaAopatar.

iii. Aflomepiepyo elvalt mwg HOAG Séka
téooepelg (14) nuépeg apyotepa, OTLC
30/12/2016, pe v YA 3401/144590° o
opog  «Kalamata»  Swaypddnke  amd
OUVWVUPO TNG TolkAlag «KaAapwv» oto
EAANVIKO Mntpwo MoALwy,
ETUKUPWVOVTAG TO AdBo¢ TnG apxkng YA.

Mn voupipwg oOuwg, otov Eupwmaiko
obotnua FRUMATIS, o opog «KaAapdta»
TIAPEUELVE WG CUVWVUMO TNG «KaAauwv».
MNa Tto Bfpua autd Kkatotédnke n
KowoBouAeutikr Epwtnon E-005399-17°.

iv. Tellka, petd &éka téooepelg (14) pnveg
ot 26/2/2018, kat kaBooov o0 OpPoOg
«Kalamata» pn vVoOUlUWG TOpPEUEVE OTO
FRUMATIS, pe véa Ymoupylkn Amddaon
331/20735"° amokabictatalt 0  Hpog
«KaAopdta» o€ OGUVWVUHO TNG TOLKIALQG
eALag «KaAapwvy.

. Awatapaén ayopac — AVIGOC OVTOYWVLOUOC.

H ouotnuatikiy auty TmapaBioaon g
EVWOLOKAG vopoBeoiag amd to Ymoupyeio
Aypotikii¢ Avamtuéng kot Tpodipuwv NG
EAAGSoc amd to 2016, evioxuoe tn SOALA
xpnon tou «KoAaudta». Emopévwe, eAlEG ano
Eupwnn kol kuplwg amd Tpiteg XWPES
KUKAOdOpoUV HE TNV EUMOPLK oOvopacia
«Kalamata  olives»  avtaywviotikd  oTo
KOTaXwpPLopéEvo Tipolov MOM. OL Al auTEG
glodyovtol otnv Eupwrn os Bdpog EAAAvVwv
MAPAYWYWY KAl OE ONUOVIIKA XapnAdtepn
Twn. Elval pn motonownpévng molotntag, Sev
eAéyxovTal amd opUOSLEC EUPWTAIKES APXEC,
mpokaAoUV  olyxuon Kal  Tapaniavolv
KOTAVOAWTEG, KaBooov ekpetoAAelovtal Thv
dAun tou apadoaotakou pag MOM mpoidvroc.

"https://ec.europa.eu/frumatis/index.xhtml

No. 637/2009, since it is against the will of
the producers’ group, twenty (20) years
after the initial European registration of
“Elia Kalamatas” PDO.

Immediately, the term “Kalamata” was also
posted on the European system FRUMATIS.
It is worth mentioning that no other
European country lists the term “Kalamata”
in their national register or FRUMATIS.

. Remarkably, only fourteen (14) days later,
on 30/12/2016, under MD 3401/144590,
the term “Kalamata” was deleted from the

Hellenic Register of Plant Varieties, as
synonym for “Kalamon”, thus verifying the
error of the initial MD.

However, the term “Kalamata” illegally
remained in the European system
FRUMATIS as a synonym for the “Kalamon”
variety. Parliamentary question E-005399-17
was submitted in regard to this issue.

iv. Finally, after fourteen (14) months, on
26/2/2018, and as the term “Kalamata”
illegally remained in FRUMATIS, new MD
331/20735 re-establishes the  term
“Kalamata” as a synonym for the “Kalamon”
olive variety.

C. Market disruption - unfair competition.

This systematic violation of the EU legislation
by the Hellenic Ministry of Rural Development
Food, 2016, the
fraudulent use of the term “Kalamata”.

and since reinforced
Hence, olives from Europe and especially
from third countries are marketed under the
trade name “Kalamata olives” in direct
competition with the registered PDO product.
These olives are imported in Europe to the
detriment of the Greek producers and at a
significantly lower price. These are of non-
certified quality, not controlled by European
competent authorities, cause confusion to
and mislead the consumers, while exploiting

the reputation of our traditional PDO product.

8https://www.e-nomothesia.gr/kat-algrotike—anaptukse/georgia/upourp,ike—apophase—?AOl—l44590—2016.htm|

9https://www.eu roparl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-8-2017-005399-ASW_EL.html

1Ohttps://www.e—nomothesia.gr/kat—agrotike—anaptukse/georgia/koine—upourgike—apophase—331—20735—2018.htm|
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Evavtia otnv  avwtépw YA mopoaywyol,
LETATOLNTEG Kol e€aywyelg «EALG
KaAapatag» MOM  €xouv mpoodlyel oto
JupBoUAlo tng Emikpateiag amd tov Mdauwo
2018. Awtouvtal TNV akupwaon Tng kabooov

kataotpatnyel €Bviki kAl  eupwmaikn
vouoBeoia. H umdBeon avapévetalr va
ekbkaotel otigl louviou 2021 petd amod

téooepelg (4) avaPoréc. Tnv evépysla auth
otnpilouv n MNepipépela Mehomovvroou, TO
EmpeAntriplo Meaoonviag, o AApog
KAAAMATAZ Kot To oUVOAO Twv ARPWV TNG
Meoonviag mou cupmneplhapBavel tov ARuo
Meoonvng, OwoaAlag, MUAou Néotwpog,
Tplbuliag kat Autikng Mavng.

To mpoBAnua embeivwoe ONUOVIKA TO
xpnuatodotolpyevo amd tov  CHAFEA
npoypappo  «Olive You»™M  Guvoikou
Uyoug 11.1ek eupw, HEOW TOU OTOLOU
npowBndnkav «Kalamata olives» w¢ oamAn
molkAla eAldg oe Séka-tpeig (13) xwpeg TNV
niepiodo 2017-20. To mpoypaupa OLIVEYOU
ermudeivwoe tn SLeBvr) ocluyyuon KatavaAwiwy
adol ekpetoMeUTNKE TRV Prpn Tou «EAA
Kohapdtac» MOMPakdpa kot katd  tnv
neplodo 2017 mou o O6pog «Kalamata» Oev
NTav ouvwvupog Ttou «Kalapwv». AuTo
obnynoe oe onuavtiky peiwon ntnong Kat
TWAG  EAANVIkAG  eAdag  «KoAopwv». To
YEYOVOC QUTO TIPOKAAEDE EYAAN OLKOVOWLLKN
Suodopia oToug aypoTeC Hac.

A. ASuvapio  ENITPOMHE ywx  otApin
OypPOTWV.

Ot mapaywyoi «EAd KaAopdtag» MNON €xouv
enavelAnuuévwg mpoomadnoel and to 2015
va AdBouv TNV apwyn tng EMTpomnG. IXETIKA
Kow/kd epwtipota E-002829/2015%, E-
000459-17",  E-005399/2017**  «kav E-
004397/2020", kotadewviouv thv aduvapia
™m¢ Emtponng va avtuiAndBel  ocoPapa
npoBfAfUaTa  OHAdwY  TapAywywv  oTn
TMEPIMTWON CUOTNUATIKAG KN epappoyng tne
EVWOLOKAG VopoBeoiag amd eBVIKEC apXEG

The producers and the processors of “Elia
Kalamatas” PDO have recoursed against the
above MD before the Council of State as of
May 2018. They request the annulment of the
sadi MD on the grounds that it violates EU
After four (4)
adjournments already, the case is expected to
be heard on 1 June 2021. “Elia Kalamatas”
PDO producers and processors are supported
in this action by the Region of Peloponnese,

and national legislation.

the Chamber of Messinia, the Municipality of
Kalamata, and all Messinian Municipalities
including the Municipalities of Messini,
Oichalia,

Mani.

Pylou Nestoros, Trifilia, and W.

The problem was further aggravated by the
CHAFEA-funded “Olive You” program totaling

€11.1 million, through which “Kalamata
olives” were promoted as a common olive
variety denomination in thirteen (13)

countries, during the period from 2017 to
2020. The “Olive You”
increased international consumer confusion,
by exploiting the “Elia
Kalamatas” PDO even during 2017, when

program further

reputation of

“Kalamata” was not registered as a synonym
for the “Kalamon” variety. This resulted in
significant reduction of demand and in much
lower prices for the Greek “Kalamon” olives.
An event that brought great financial distress
to our farmers.

D. COMMISSION’s
producers.

inability to  assist

The “Elia Kalamatas” PDO producers have
repeatedly attempted since 2015 to request
for assistance from the part of the
Relevant

Commission. Parliamentary

Yhttps://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/en/campaigns/european-table-olives-olive-you

2https://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/en/campaigns/european-table-olives-olive-you-0

Bhttps://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/en/campaigns/european-table-olives-olive-you-1

Yhttps://ec.europa.eu/chafea/agri/en/campaigns/european-table-olives

Bhttp://www.oliveyou-eu.eu/

®https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-8-2015-002829-ASW EL.html

Yhttps://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-8-2017-000459 EL.html

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-8-2017-005399-ASW _EL.html

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2020-004397-ASW _EL.html
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KPATOUC HEAOUG.

Me povadikd ouvopulAnti to YNAAT, n
Erutponn amnavtnoe ota AVWTEPW
KowoBouleutikd epwtiuota, Bewpwvtog
AavBaopéva Twe VoUiuwe Kataxwplotnke o
0po¢ «KaAapdto» w¢ akOpa £va GUVWVULO0
™G TowAiag «KaAapwv» Kot Skaiwg
avaptidnke oto FRUMATIS amd to 2016.
Oubémote Ouwe evnuepwOnke amo to YMNAAT
yla tnv mpooduyn TG OHAdOg mapaywywv
Tou avapével ekbikaon amod to 2018.

EmutAoy, n Erutpornn oadwg
napamAnpodopnuévn, Bswpel TwC N
ovopaoia TIPOEAEUONG «Kohapata»

(ovopaoia tng wotopikng mOAng KAAAMATA
npwrtevouoa tng N.E Meoonviag) pmopel va
Xpnolyomoleitol  eAevBepa w¢ ovopaoia
ouVWVUUOU  TIoKIAlag  eAldg,  eddoov
mMAnpouvtal oL TmpolmoBéoel tou KAN.
1151/2012 ApBpo 42. AuTO KATNYOPNHOTIKA
6ev oyVe,, kat n Emtpomn amodelyel
CUOTNUATIKA VOl amavtnosl eubéwcg [eav n
XPAoN  TNG  OUYKEKPWMEVNG  EWTIOPLKAG
ovopaoiag «Kalamata olives» ywa eAég un
non, eivat cupudwvn He 1 amotelel apeon
napafiacn NG Eupwmaikng TOALTIKNAG Kall
vouoBeaiag yla tnv mpoaotacia Mewypoadikwy
Evéeitewv].

O Anpoc KAAAMATAZ elval TIEMELOPEVOC TIWG
n KOTO.OTPATHYNON ™g EVWOLOKNAG
vopoBeoiag amd T EAnVIKEG  Apxég,
Suvauttilet ta Bepédla g Eupwraikng
MoAwtikig Newypadikwv Evdeitewv. MpokaAel
olyxuon KotovoAwtwyv ot Olebveg emimedo
Kal amoduvapwvel TNV oaflomotia  Twv
EUPWIAIKWY OCUOTNUATWY TIOLOTNTOC EVTOG
E.E. KOl Ot EUMOPLKEC OUUPWVIEC LE TPLTEC
XWPEC OMwe auth Tng EE-MERCOSUR? 6mou n
AavBoopéva Bewpeital o 6pog «Kalamata»
w¢ ovopaoia motkhiag (ogl. 25 tou Trade
part of the EU-Mercosur Association
Agreement).

E. Accquata Ztipténg Opadacg Napaywywv.

AOYyW TNG CUCTNUATIKAG KN €bOpPUOYAG TOU
evwolakoU dikalou amo to YNAAT eni oelpa
€TWV, €lHAOTE AvayKAGHEVOL va {NTROOULE
Vv evepyld mapépBoon tnG Emitponmng wg
OepatodpVAakag tTwv Zuvlnkwv ya TV
npootaocio Tov eupwnaikou npoidvrog «Elia

questions E-002829/2015, E-000459-17, E-
005399/2017 and E-004397/2020,
demonstrate the Commission’s inability to
perceive critical problems of the producer
group arising from the systemic failure of a
Member State National Authority to apply EU
law.

Having the Hellenic Ministry of Rural
Development and Food (YPAAT) as its sole
interlocutor, the Commission answered the
above Parliamentary questions, incorrectly
considering that the term “Kalamata” was
lawfully registered as yet another synonym
for the “Kalamon” variety and rightfully
posted on FRUMATIS since 2016. However,
never was the Commission informed by
YPAAT regarding the recourse action of the
group of producers, which is pending as of
2018.

Additionally, the Commission, clearly being
misinformed, considers that the designation
of origin term “Kalamata” (name of the
historic city of Kalamata, capital of the
Prefecture of Messinia) can be freely used as
a synonym for an olive variety, if the
conditions laid down by article 42 of
Regulation (EU) No. 1151/2012 are met. This
assertion,

however, is categorically

ungrounded and the Commission
systematically avoids answering directly [
whether the use of the specific tradename
non-PDO

complies with, or is a direct infringement of,

“Kalamata olives” for olives
the European policy and legislation for the

protection of G.l.s ].

The Municipality of KALAMATA is convinced
that the circumvention of the EU legislation
by the Hellenic Authorities, undermines the
foundations of the European G.l.s Policy. It
causes international consumer confusion and
diminishes the credibility of the European
quality schemes within the EU, as well as in
trade agreements with third countries such as
EU-MERCOSUR, where the term “Kalamata” is
incorrectly referred to as a varietal name (p.

2Ohttps://trade.ec.eu ropa.eu/doclib/docs/2019/july/tradoc_158144.%20Trade%20in%20Goods.pdf
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Kalamatas» PDO. 25 of the Trade part of the EU-Mercosur

ELS1KOTEPQ OL Mapaywyoi pag emintoiv: Association Agreement).

1. Tnv umootnpn 1tng Emtponng yua

avakAnon ™ng T(POCTATEUOUEVNG
ovopaoiag npoéhevong «KaAapato» amnod
Tov €0VIKO KOTGAOYO TOLWKIAlWY TNG
EAAGSo¢ kot To FRUMATIS.

H petatport) tou «Kadaudto» O YEVIKO
0po, anotelsi napaBaon tou Sikaiov TG
E.E. kot ouykekpiuéva tou KANONIZMOY
1151/2012 ApSpo 13.2, kat KANONISMOY
637/2019 ApPpo 2.2 kat 2.3.

. Tnv amndAutn npootacia Tou evwoLlaKA
KOTOXWPLOUEVOU TPOIOVTOG «EALa
KaAopatag», mou SLOKLWVELTAL PE EUMOPLKD
ovopaoia «Kalamata olives» amoé to 1900
amodedelypéva, UEOW TNG EVNUEPWONG
OAwv Twv eupwnaikwv Apxwv EAEyxou yla
OTOTPOT  ELOOYWYWV KAl  TWANoN
«Kalamata olives» mou &gv mAnpolv
npoSiaypadég NOM evidg tng ELE..

H evépyela auth umopei va SiekmepatwIel
MAnpwc¢ oe eVAoyo xpoviko diaotnua (2-5
eTwv) wote va unv  énuitoupynlel
EUNTOPLKO TIPOBANUO OE ETIXEIPNOELS TNG
E.E.. To (5i0 emilnToUUE KoL yla YWPES
omou n E.E. €xet unmoypael, N mPOoKeital

va  UTToypawel,  OXETIKN  EUTTOPLKN
ouupwvia.
. Tn ©Béomon eviaiou  eupwnaikol

ocuotiuatog [IYNHIOPOY T.E], wote
MIKPEC EUAAWTEC OUASEC TAPAYWYWV
KOTOXWPLOUEVWY TIPOIOVTWY TwV OMolwv
Ta cupdépovia Biyovtal amd Loxupoug
EUMOPLKOUC Beopolcg (m.x. ouvdEopoug
gfaywyéwv nN/kal  eumdpwv, €OVIKEG
opxég), va pmopouv ameuBeiag va
Katayysilouv aBEUITeG TIPOKTIKEG KOl va
Aappavouv aueon OUMPOUAEUTIKA
umootipn. Etot Ba  amodelyovral
OKPLPREC KOl XpOVOBOPEG YPAPELOKPATIKEG
Slabikaoieg, KowvoPouleuTikd epwtrpoTa
KOLL VOULKEC SLopdxeG o eTtimedo KPATOUC
péAoug.

Xapaktnplotiky nepintwon anoteAel n
OUYKEKPLUEVN omou mapaywyol,
UETATTONTEG KAl EAYWYEIC KLVOUV VOULKEC
dladlkaoiec evavtia otnv  apuodia
Kpatikny Apxn. Emouévwe n amokAeLotikn
emkowvwvia Eupwraikwv Apywv UE TO
YAAAT bev mAnpei KpLtnpLo
OVTIKELUEVIKOTNTAG KoL aveéaptnoiag.

E. Producer Group Request for Assistance.

Due to systematic infringement of the EU
law by the Hellenic Ministry of Rural
Development and Food for several years,
we are compelled to call upon the
Commission to actively intervene as
guardian of the Treaties for the protection
of the “Elia Kalamatas” PDO.

In particular, our producers request:

1. Commission’s support for the removal of

the protected designation of origin
“Kalamata” from the Hellenic Register of
Plant Varieties, as well as from
FRUMATIS.
The conversion of “Kalamata” into a
generic term, is a direct violation of EU
legislation, specifically article 13.2 of
Regulation (EU) No. 1151/2012 and
circumvents articles 2.2 and 2.3 of
Regulation (EC) 637/2019

2. The absolute protection of the European
registered product “Elia Kalamatas” PDO
which is proven to be marketed under
the trade name “Kalamata olives” since
the 1900s, by informing all European
Inspection Authorities to prevent the
import and sale within the EU of
“Kalamata olives” not meeting the PDO
specifications.

This action can be fully implemented
within a reasonable period of 2-5 years
so as not to cause commercial disruption
to EU companies. The same is requested
for countries where the EU has signed or
is about to sign a relevant Trade
Agreement.

3. The establishment of a single European
system [G.l.s Ombudsman], so that small
and vulnerable groups of producers of
registered products, whose rights are
infringed by more powerful commercial

AHMOZ KAANAMATAZ

MUNICIPALITY OF KALAMATA

AlovEiBIAlID: 60af7h84e910c255(9a0d723 oTi27/05/21 13:59



Page 8 of 10

4. Tov é\eyxo TOU emISOTOUUEVOU QMO TOV
CHAFEA mpoypappartog “Olive you” mou
npowbnos oe 6£ka-tpeic (13) xwpeg TNV
T(POOTATEVUEVN ovopacoio TPpogAeuong
«Kalamata»®®  w¢  kowr  ovopooia
TOWKALlaG €AlAg, evielvovtag tn 6lebvn
ouyxuon KatavoAwtwv oe PdApo¢ Tou
EVWOLOKA  KOTAXWPLOUEVOU  TIPOIOVTOG
«EALd Kohapdrag» NOM.

5. Tnv uvlomoinon Véou TPOYPAMUATOC
“amokatactacng t™ng aAnbslag”  pe
xpnuatodotnon EREA, otig 6éka-tpeig (13)
Xwpeg tou “Olive you”. ItOX0¢ amoteAel n
eknaideuon katoavalwtwv Kat eEdAeupn
¢ oulyxuong, ToU TPOKAAEcav n
nopamnAnpodopnon Kat mpoidvia Ue Tov
geumoplkd titho «Kalamata olives» oe
Bdapog tou «EALG Kahapdtag» PDO.

H evépyeia autn eivat ocoupwvn UE TOV
KAN 1144/14 ApYpa 2.2.e kat 15.2 yia tnv
arokataotaon Sikalwv Kol  KaVOVIKWV
ouVINKWVY ayopdc.

EuxoploTOUME Yyl TNV KATAVONGK Oa¢ OTO
oofapd autd lntnua. OAoL pag otnv
KAANAMATA ovOUEVOUE TNV AUECH QTOKPLON
oag.

Metd TWng

ATHANASIOS WUnoelaka

VASILOPOULQOS voyeypapuévo and
ATHANASIOS
VASILOPOULOS
Huepounvia:

ABavdaaolog BaotAomouAog
Afupapxog KAAAMATAZ

Zhttp://www.oliveyou-eu.eu/

institutions  (e.g.  associations  of
exporters and/or traders, national
authorities) can directly report unfair
practices and receive immediate advisory
support. This will prevent expensive and
time consuming bureaucratic
procedures, Parliamentary questions and
legal disputes at Member State level.

A representative case is the one at hand,
where the group of producers has
initiated legal proceedings against the
competent National Authority. Hence,
the exclusive communication between
the European Authorities and YPAAT
does not meet the objectivity and
independence criteria.

. The audit of the CHAFEA-subsidized

“Olive you” program, which illegally
promoted the protected designation of
origin “Kalamata” as a common olive
variety name in thirteen (13) countries,
intensifying consumer confusion to the
detriment of the European registered
product “Elia Kalamatas” PDO.

. The implementation of a new “truth

restoration” program in the thirteen (13)
“Olive you” countries, to be funded by
EREA. Its objective will be to educate
consumers and eliminate the confusion
caused by the disinformation and the
marketing of products under the trade
name “Kalamata olives” to the detriment
of the “Elia Kalamatas” PDO.

Such action would be in conformity with
articles 2.2(e) and 15.3 of Regulation
(EU) No. 1144/2014 for the restoration of
fair and normal market conditions.

Thank you for considering this pressing
matter. All of us in KALAMATA are
looking forward to your prompt
response.

Respectfully

Athanasios Vasilopoulos
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Mayor of KALAMATA

ZYNYNOrPA®OYME THN NAPEMBAZH AHMAPXOY KANAAMATAZ
WE CO-SIGN THIS INTERVENTION FROM THE MAYOR OF KALAMATA

EuotdBiog Avaotaoomnoulog, Avtunepldepeldpxng MN.E. Meaonviag
Efstathios Anastasopoulos, Vice-Governor of the Prefecture of Messinia

Fewpylog ABavaconouvAog, Afpapxos Meaonvng
Georgios Athanasopoulos, Mayor of the Municipality of Messini

Noavaywta FrewpyakomouAou, Arpopxog Owaiiag
Panagiota Georgakopoulou, Mayor of the Municipality of Oichalia

Navaywtng KappéAag, Anuoapyxog MuAlou NéoTwpog
Panagiotis Karvelas, Mayor of the Municipality of Pylos Nestoros

Fewpylog AeBevtakng, Afpapxoc Tpibuliag
Georgios Leventakis, Mayor of the Municipality of Trifylia
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Anuntplog Navvnuapag, Anuapxog Autikng Mavng
Dimitrios Giannimaras, Mayor of W. Mani

7.

Evayyelog Zuykwpog, MNpodedpog EmueAntnpiov Meoonviag
Evangelos Xigoros, President of the Messinian Chamber of Commerce & Industry

8.

fewpywog Aafoyiwavvng, MNpoedpog AypotikoU Juvetalpiopol Evwon Meaoonviog (dopéa
Kataxwplong EAla Kahapdatag NOM)

Georgios Lazogiannis, President of the Agricultural Cooperative "Union of Messinia"

Fewpylog Kokkivog, MNpodedpog Aypotikol EAatomapaywylkot Tuvetalplopol NHAEAY

Georgios Kokkinos, President of the “NILEAS” Agricultural Cooperative of Olive Producers

10.

Itavpog ASapdnoulog, Mpoedpog Aypotiko EAQLOKOUIKOU JUVETALPLOUOU ITEPVOC -
YuM\Oyou Yriép Twv Meoonviakwv EAatokopkwv Mpoiovtwy NOMN — YYMENON

Stavros Adamopoulos, President of the Agricultural Cooperative of the Olive Producers of Sterna —
President of the Association for the PDO Messinian Olive Products (SYMEPQOP)
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